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—_——

LIFE—HIS CHARACTER.
NAPOLEON'S RESPECT
BATTLE OF DIRN-

HIS EARLY
ENJOYED
AND AFFECTION

STEIN—FOUR ARMIES FIGHT IN A
LONG COLUMN—EXPEDITION TO
RUSSIA.

Edward -Adolphe - Casimer - Joseph - Mor-
tier was born for a soldier: and thouch
inferior as a commander to Soult, Ney,
Massena, St. Cyr, and Suchet, hie never-
theless played an important  part in the

great
hibited the qualities of a cood General.
1768,

able 1o

He was born in Cambray, in
his father, being a rich farmer, was

give  him rood education.

in the revolu-
when

adopted the repulbilican side
wn, he obtained for his son, 23
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Projusely Niustrafed by Reproductions of the Best French Picfures.

governed by hicher principles of action.
His selfishness was not constantly inter-
fering with his duty, and he always ap-
pears calm and self-sustained amid the
tumultuous eventis in which his ljfe was
passed.

Better educated than many of the other
Generals, his mind and feelings were bet-
ter disciplined, so that the warrior never
trinmphed over the man, His very chiv-
alry sprang not so much from the excite-
ment of the moment as from his high
sense of honor, which was a part of his
nature.

BATTLE OF DIRNSTEIN.
But in the eampaien of Austerlitz, at the

and |

Having |

waitineg the moment to strike a mortal
| blow at the enemy. The Austrians, hear-

ine of the surrender of Maeck, beran to
retreat towards Vienna, pressed by the |
viectorious French.

Napoleon was movine down the right

hank of the Danube, while Mortier, at the
| bead of 20,70, mea, w to k-ep nearly

battle of Dirnstein, he appears in his most
chivalrie and determined character.
After the capitulation of Ulm, Napoleon

\ . . i 1 al | eontinued his proeress along the Danube,
apoleonic drama, and always ex-!

nihilation had begun with frightful rapidity.

AMortier, after the most desperate fight-
ing, had pierced but a little way into the
pa s, and hope grew fainter every mnm(-‘nt,
as he surveved his thinned and wasting
ranks, when the thunder of cannon at the
farther extremity shot a thrill of  ioy
through his heart No cannon shot before
ever carried such hope to his bosom, for
he knew that Dupont was charging along
that defile to his rescue. :

The Russians immediately faced this
new foe also, and then commenced the
complicated strife of four armies fichting In
the form of one long protracted column—
Mortier hemmed in between two Russian
armies, and Doctorofl between (wo !'rm.*u‘h
ones. Put Mortier was naturally the tirst
to go down in this unequal strife.

FIGHTING BY STARLIGHT.

Combatting all the morning against over-
whelmine nombers, and strugeling all lh_e
afternoon in a deep ravine, crushed be-
tween two armies, his noble division had
sunk away till nothinz but the muh_l.'gtr-r]
iruuuu-n:sln'mui.wd; and now. as twilicht
decpened over the Danube, its last hour
scemed striking. Bul perceiving thaf the
fire of Dupont approached steadily nearer,
he cheered on his men to another, and
still another effort.

Under the licht of the stars, that now
and then twinkled throuch the volumes of
smoke that curfained in the armies, and
by the blaze of the artillery, the work of
death went on—while an old castle, n
which Richard Caur de Lion once lay m-
prisoned, stood on the hills above, and
[ looked sternly down on the sirife.

\ll alone that corre was one incessant
thunder-peal of artillery, to which the
[ blaze of muskeiry was as the lightning s
| flash. Amid the carnage that \_\':if-u'tl_
1 around him, Mortier towerad like a pillar of
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MARSAAL MORTIER AT THE
This picture represents an incident of the battle of Dirnstein. I

Mortier's Division had fought between two

step into i bark they
geveral hours of the day and the combat was continued into the | true Heroism: ¢ kee
night. Dupont was approaching to Mortier's aid, but the Mar- | honor to command
shal's diJision was sadly depleted by cisualties, and it seemed | happy to die with th

on the point of utter annihilation.

&

years of
cavalry.
Here, by his knowledee and rood be

:\iufl]'_‘[ 'S

1

ee, a commission in a regiment of

havior, he was soon promoied to the rank |

of Adiutant-General. On the ]:’him-._ un-
der Picheern and Moreau, and in Switzer-

land under Masscna, he fought bravely in |

his place, and was finally promoted to
General of a division. )
At the rupture of the peace of Amiens,

he was ordered to march into Hanover
with 25000 men. With scarcely any op-

position, he occupied the country and
acted as humanely and uprichtly as his
orders allowed him; and on the assump-
tion o the imperial crown by MNapeleon,
was made Marshal of the Empire.

He was in the campaizns of Austerlitz,
Jena. Evlau, and Friedland—now operat-
ine with the main army, and now left by

himself to act against detached portions of | | : ‘ |
the cnemy: and vet in all circumstances, | Stein at daybreak, and found the !Htf-l With fricnds and foes falling like Au-
whether victorious or defeated, exhibiting | puard of the Russian army posted on | tumn leaves around him, }]l' <till remains d
the same hercism and loftiness of char- | hiehts in front of the town, sustained by | untouched: and it was owing to his amaz
acier * powerful batteries, which swept the road | ine strencth alone, and the skill and power
in 1808 he was placed over a part of the | along which he was marching. ) ’ with which he wit:ldwl his saber, that he
army in Spain, and reduced Badoios, after | Notwithstanding his inferiority of num- | eseaped death. His ."i‘f‘l'ri\'l'h fell hke licht -
a siege of 55 days; but his career in the t bers, and the murderous fire he should be | ning on every side, and under them the 1
Peninsula was marked by ne brilliant | forced to encounter, he resolved immedi- | strongest grenadier benlt ke & smitien
actions. He was ever found humane, | ately to attack the enemy’s position. reed,
reperous, and upright, while he bore al As the broad daylicht of a -\"\"‘11”"""[ WORDS OF A HERO.
pari in that unhappy war. ) | morming spread over the “:”-'“l:".' he | Struek with admiration at his gailaniry,
In the expedition 0 Russia, he com- | opcened his fire on them, _.'m'! rushed o the | and thinking all was lost, his officefs be-
manded the Young Guard; but was not | :1--\:;”1!‘_ in a short time the action be- | sourht him to step into a bark they saw
| $ % r, r T 211l I 5 veh Y16 . s 1 *y = T o 3
called to ficht in any great I-.si‘. Is H'l}llh(? ‘.‘E“' t.; ~pt.m‘]¢!, .‘.Ind :h{ ..E‘ !‘!_.t."!lli'] f‘“ll':l: l moored to the shore and escape. “No,
retreal commenced. At Dresden, Lutzen, | l_.mh sides could almost touch ex - ith said he, inthe spirit of true heroism,
and around Paris, in that last death | in the close encounter. The Russian | “keep that for the wounded. He who hos
: f Nar > s . s . arine hack <ta he | B i .
strueele of Napoleon, he ihml’f Ilnm‘-llii | troops "”!”‘ Ii"’-':r'“{} (Ih'{-:" 1 ’|NI- ‘1:r.ﬂj 'l'lr! | the honor to command such brove soldiers
worthy of his renown and won laurels | rear-guard, while the ench advanced | 0 1 ek thiimaoll hanny e wi
ag in 1efe | with rapid '”-'L"[J alone the road to sid their | hould think himsclf | Appy- 10 die with
€ven in acleat. i . - o - {them. We have still two cuns left, and a
After the abdication of Napoleon, Louis | companions, With headlong courage on few boxes of crapeshol—we are almost |
made him Peer of Prance and l\:.l.u'i:l of | the one side JIHI!' steady firmness on tBC | ey o, Close up the ranks for a last |
81, Louis, and bestowed on bim the com- | other, the struggle grew hotler every mo- | o o And they did close up, and move
mand of the Sixtes nth Military 111'-'1"1_:'”1- | ment. | o _ . . 1 Uintrepidly into the fire,
On the return of the Emperor from Elba, | Neither would yield, and Mortier stoor jut the last of the ammunition was
Morticr was appointed by Louis over the | hour after hour amid the wasting storm; | 07 0w and then nothine was left but
St & :. he North wi h the !’HL‘," aof (0 ' 111l at leviretl he |:4--‘-_:1| 1O rrow aAnxious or i the bavonet. Phut 'I!I'\'_ then a cheer l)']!‘T
Jeans. DBut the Prinee, finding he could | the issue, and at 11 o'clock, w hurry up | on their ears over the roar of battle—{he
% o i ® S P { 3 . < - 2> arlc <1 3 ) = ‘i ! :
not secure the fidelity of the troops, which | his troops, malloped back to lil‘f# ein. | bear of approaching deliverance, and they
the mere mention of Napoleon's name was | Spurring  furiously along the detile, he answered it. That shout was like life to
o Lo 1o wviving the o i} oar " » Yivision—: ‘10 |8 . H
enough o shake, 1'. i"- t"“""r 1“" _‘:"” | ‘i e l“["l |‘” i'] ”.;’:_'“ {" ‘ MBTARIS dl r]rlff-l:l the dead, and that torn and maneled rem
mand to Mortier, bidding him do what in | beyond the fariher entrance—and nant of a column closed up fora final
his “exeellent udement and patriotism him to rédouble his  speed. Lhen, | e ree
he might think best. | |:-:"-ln-.-lr ‘,:i”‘ t“-i”“ e, ];‘. ,” i:;l".‘b.‘ The Russians New up a side valley bhe-
. e 14 t} bt . ) Nt [ w1 e s .’
MADE A PEER. SROGHE. RN "} i i o :"- r'T s | fore the onset; and with the shont, “Irance,
= - = wiial was s astomsnment, on mersing § ’ T . T-L ; ¥ 18
AMortier thourht it best o woin his former I..I,: the road. to behold a Itussian army | Frince, you L "“\‘(i_h‘ Lhal waoary
Fmperor Pairs. He was immediately | oo s e 8 i T ohd marehine | Ut heroic band rushed into the arms of
,.-.-‘,,i. Peer. and appointed Inspector of the ADIYLY irom = e, R St heir delivercrs. A loud horrah rent the
l . S .- - i. P g k - ‘ straight for its entranice, air, and the bleody conflict was  done.
; - 1o ) e h |' AT \ f . A DANGEROI'S PERIOD, | Nearlv six thousand men lav  piled in
the Yo v €2 ) ot W 1o but } W . o hol : had chostly heaps along the road, while brolien
t-.." - i I ¢ ™ i o remnin in- | Do ' ‘\_: ? “I'_ ":‘” SELVASION, A1as muskers and (wisted bavonetls, scatiered
TS ; 3 2 = - : Hiade I VUL ”_"_ Chl auiil O v here and there, showed how close and
d { h nma oveaurow LOWIS | it and, cutting off Mortier's reln ficrce the strueele had beet
XV, on Ins Testior It demied ham a | ol 111 to 1ake po essjaon of the defil 3 1 : s = ‘I e 4% t'-
seatl in the Chumbes Pocrs: but i 1816 1 s Stactint 1o shos SR S e = I'he deep and solemn silenee that sue-
.‘-- o ‘_, - i-‘ ;49 ‘ ‘: | the Marshal leit the l_“"'l” rozti o escapm ceeded thus uproar wos broken only by
he was elect memher ul et CBAambLer of | brine 14 lon risoner himself, and wound ‘ pi e gl
renuti nd Governor of the Fifteenth | T N5 KCH prson i : wound | the groans of the wounded or the sullen
M : ;,_ [ £3 0y f & 3 T .1"‘." "!'_'I" _"' r. :‘ I“'j" - IR ol 1 murmur the Ii;:l.l;!;“. that molled its
restored b Priser - = AMASSes. POTIAE BiltRiAy. 23 " ”'*t_ *' Wl briehit awaiers aloneg as ealmly as il no
Sy Riing b e WA S . | pass, bis hearl lor 2 moment stopped Beat- 8 g dly strife had stained  its banks with
LR o N ] f, NEC gave in | ipn for his own doom, and 1 L of BisY Lisod.
hie o L IS e, and re- | e o , N g ;| oo, _ . ,
ll. ; % ok - B .4 ' '|; 3 Lio b :‘*' LI 4y I'hie smoke of batltle, which had rolled <o
{ e hearted man. of 'i AL T “'”. 1 ;- s, l..l 11 fiereely over the scene, now hing above
v s i | i 3 11 i 1 . ] T |
e = vith prudenc y Ilw"]- 1‘ Him, uni LM 1' l‘ L 2L the river, or lay aleng the hillsides ke
f el H il ri:ltid 1 " o thial biad b VSISt . : o o -
of incorruptitils in : Nanolson Sraadils e Fhe i e ; - ‘ned g0 8 thin vapor, calm and tranguil; while na
S0l i “his ( P or ilviar  cic _}_l‘ | ;-:-_-.lg..\ upon hum, hid suddenly Leeome | (e breathed lgng and peacefnlly.
Sl 1 I ] A i LIS}, e | black raclinie by Aortics hagdl |.|¢}| i et e AR ot
den m to him, while he had 1 oreal 1 iy O S i, Ty T ’ Eviviic sl ot YA " OSBRI VIRV IIN I Gy TG 210
.‘,r..j - S il E B et ..-‘il’. '.\lil'l { !-,i his  resolulion was immedia Iy conqguered, and his bearing on this ocen
1} Sy ; ; . el ML 4 5 UL one course el dor | gjon stamped him as a true hern.  The de-
lolerated becaygse ney wore useful: while him. unlcs he intended to s renider vnd -
some few received both his respect and | 1) o g aiis PR and | cision o cal his way through the enemy
. . . . &3 ba UL 2T 1 17 s T P s L r [} { b [ il " p
afle on. Mortier wa ' i1l ; . | that was, w march back, and endeavor 0 | o perishy; the personal courage he  ex-
4 | Moriy Was one ol . £, NS - | . 4 i v 1 lirs vl ] < T8 .q. % = . i .
1 . S : ; ‘H) Iiis way through 1o h S drhny. ) < | hibjted, and the noble resolution to faill
prslcon doved L€ frank unosicentatiious Behold that sinrle division LSS 2 i :
an oic chieflain, whom he had proved | | Brtisid hal siRgie GIVISION Pressed in | amid his brave followers, when al! hope
BENY irvilie cifcumstannia. pro | trom ‘“_ ’i_"' "-l-'““' Hu Sian anny, anc cut | seemed lost, exhibit-not only tho greal
S T a1 Smnn il In 1he rear, slowiy reunhg towards that | pess of the warrior, but the nobleness of
wWas  no an mmpulsive man, | silent gorge, dattling back the host that | {he man
SPSABNS O SNSE SAORELY RIoused. | Presse I adier him, and Sent their destruc- '
- <20 "':;-- il 1' | tive ormus ol grapeshot through his torn IN TIIE RUSSIAN EXPEBITION.
: _I_.:_‘.'I v-T-I--‘-;— o :\-I._I-‘l’{ ’., 'r‘.-j,--: | raniks. Moitier ]tJl}H!r-i his men into 4 solid His career, as has been remarked. in
<ol et e g ey Pub e l;"J-: -.‘i'l.' ‘ column, and .\'.ur,um a drum Or frumped | spain, was not a brilhant one; but he
hundred cannon as compos .;I- ... e I_l | RUIE 30 Tl :I' 'l:. m on, moved with a Lirm appears before us aadn in his true chiur
eancel J\\b .l_i mposediy #s In a | step into the dark entrance, resolved w | geter in the expedition 1o Russia. The
saceiul revic avine deternine c aid M= R - (S X ‘ a.
P gy el X wine determin I what | cut his way through, or die in the effor honorable post ol commander of the Youne
he ought to do, he seemed to pive himself 3ut a sight, dread enough 1o appal the 2
o concern aboul the results w himself.
Tall and wellformed, his spicndid and
commanding figure moved amid the chaos
of 2 battleficld hike some liero
while his calm and poweriul voice woull
restore !'n‘llll‘.‘t‘lu‘t‘ in the vy Iy momoent of
despair. e never murnmred like DBerna-
dotle and St l.'}r, at the Lrying cireum-

stances in which the Emperor placed him.
M & sacrnifice was 1o e made, and he was
selected as the victim, he made no com
plaint; and where his duty as a com
marder placed him, there he stood and
fought—apparently caring little whether
be fell or was saved in the strueele,

He was less ambitious and vain than
many of the other Marshals, and was

Illf

been heroic. e
. antry, and
Jtussian armies for lantry,

own conduet had | Scon Dupont a

ille]l on the left shore.

advanced guard, was pressing with

accustomed audacity towards Vie
In the meantime, the Russian allies,

finding they could not save the Capiia

crossed over the Danube to the leit

to escape the pursuit of

effect a junction with reinforeements that

were coming up. Moriier was aware of

Murzat, with the

pars
i;i'n

2% P
inn.

shore

| this, and pressed eagerly forward to inter-

cept their march towards Moravia.

As you pass from Dirnstein to Stein, the
only road winds by the Danube, and
tween it and a ranee of rocky hills, form
ing a deep and narrow defile

AMartier was
at the former place, hastenine the march

his columns: and ecager o advance,
pushed forward witlhh only the single di-
| vision of Gazan, leaving orders for the

army to follow close in the rear.

Passing throurh thisdefile, he approached

stoutest heart, met his gaze as he looked
along the narrow strip of road between {he
rocks and the Danube. As far as the eye
cotild there, was nothing but dense
battalions of the enémy in order of bhattle,
Without shrinking, however, the steady
column moved with fixed bayonets into the
living mass,

A deadly received them, and the
carnace at became dreadful. With
the cannon thundering on their rear, and
burying their fiery loads in their ranks
syept in front by incessant discharges of
musketry—trampled under foot by the
cavalry, and erushed between two armies,
the escape of that brave division seemed
utterly hopeless. Indeed, the work of an-

sSCe,

fire

e

.\-_:[.-nir.w»!l and |

adles
I thinking all was

“

such Liras

"~

rrived, and th

| mopy i,
1 |

he- |

JATTLE OF DIRNSTEIN.

savs: “Struck with admiration at his ral-
lost, hiis besought him to
aw and escape. said he, in the spirit
p that for the wounded. Ile who has the

rave soldiers should think himself
the for a last effort.”
¢ Russians retreated.,

oftiecers

[ _“-",'

e { 17 1111
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firc before his men, as they closed slernly
behind him. Nearly three-fourths of his
whole division had fallen in this Ther-
and nothing but ils skeleton was

left ﬁl;":t!in'j‘ Ii-'“l\ihl; as if & hurricane had |

throurh it.  Still he would not
vield, but rousing his men by his worls

Iﬁ-x'-u-.'

and example, cleared a terrible path
throuch the enemy with his sword.
With his majestic form rising above the

throne that tossed like a wreek on a sfrong |

current about him, he was visible to all his
Nt Sometimes he wonld be seen com

' pletely enveloped by 1he Russian srena-

S

diers, while his dripping saler swept in
rapid circles round his head, drinking Lhe
life of some poor wretch with every blow,
as he moved steadily on in the lane he
niade for himself. Parrying sword cut and
bayonet thrust, he tred amid this chaos
and death as gl above the power of fate,

Guard was given to him, and his place was
near the Lmperor's person. He taok no
aclive part in the great combiats throueh
which the Grand Army passed (o Moscow,

for Napoleon was sparing both  of  the
Young and Old Guard, and would not
allow them to be enraged.

At Borodino Ney and Murat, in  the
midst of the conflict, sent frequently to

Napolcon for its aid, and though it marched
to the margin of the battle, ready to pour
its massive columns on the enemy the
moment the French should yield, it re-
mained merely a spectator of the fight.

As the army approached Moscow, Murat
and Mortier were ordered to advance on the
city. They marched for two days with
nothing to eat but bruised wheat and horse-

| suid 1o bhe an ,‘.i" ol (ien.

flesh, and at length came in sight of the
enemy drawn up for baitle in a sirong
position.

Morticr remonstrated against an attack
as hopeless and useless, but Murat, with
his accustomed impetuosity, ordered a
charge, and 2,000 of that reserve, of which
Napoleon had been so sparing, were left on
the field. Mortier immediately wrote to the
Emperor, denouncing Murat, and declaring
he would not serve under him.

At length Moscow, with its domes, and
towers, and palaces, appeared in sight;
and Napoleon, who had joined the ad-
vanced guard, gazed long and thoughtfully
on that goal of his wishes.

Murat went forward and entered the
gates with his splendid cavalry; but as he
passed through the streets, he was struck
by the solitude that surrounded him.
Nothing was heard but the heavy tramp of
his squadrons as he passed along, for a
deserted and abandoned ecity Was the
meager prize for which such unparalleled
efforts had been made.

As night drew itk curtain over the splen-
did Capital, Napoleon entered the gates
and immediately ‘appointed Mortier Gov-
ernor. In his directions he cnn}m:mgiﬂ_}'
him to abstaim from all pillage. “For this,
said he, “you shall be uuswwu_l:l(-. with
vour life. Dafend Moscow against all,
whether friend or foe.” \

The bricht moott rose over the mmhly
city, tipping with silver the domes of more
than two hundred churches, and pouring
a fiood of lichf ovar a thousand palaces,
and the dwellines of 300,000 inhabitants.

The weary drmy sank to rest; but there
was no sleep for Aortier’s eyes. Not ”_1,('-
rorzeous and variegated palaces and their
rich crnaments—nor the parks and gar-
| dens, and Oriental magnificence that
everywhere surrounded him, kept him
wakeful, but the ominous foreboding that
some dire calamity was hanging over the
silent Capital. When he entered it
searcely a living soul met his gaze as he
looked down the long streets; and when
he broke open the buildings he found par-
lors and bedrooms and ehambers all fur-
nished and in order, but no geeupants.

This' sudden abandonment of their homes
betnkened some secret purpose yet to be
fuliilled. The midnight moon was 3-«‘:!1”!'{
over the cily. when the cry ol "hr_t-.
Irv;:vh"!l the ears of Mortier; and the first

| lichit over Napoleon’s jalling Empire was
| kindled, and thal most wondrous seenc o
} modern time commenced, the burning of
|

] EDITORIAL NOTE.—The next issue will con-
| tnin a description of the burning of Koscow,
| 1he retirement of the French army and the
|

[T Le continued.]

Moscow.
| aramatic events incident to the destruction
of the Kremlin,

CHICKAMAUGA.

A Lieutenant-Colonel Tells of the Part MNis

Brigade Took.

Fditor National Tribune: It is but natu-
ral that an ex-soldier should indulece a
feeling of pride in the organization to which
e Leloneed, and in which he performed
honorable service. And this is particu-
jarly the ease when it is connected with
important campaigns culminating in great
battles.

Many heroie acts of private
passed unnoticed, except perhaps by a
few near comrades, and more than one
commissioned  officer failed to receive
“honorable mention,” when by so doing a
partienlar friend might have found it more
difficult to sceure promotion,

<o little eould be seen during a battle,
exeept in front and immediate vicinity of
where one was engaged, that it is not
stranee that much written is discredited
[ by those who feel that they ought to know

the faets.

The second installment of “Letters
Chns. A. Dana,” in the issue of March 3,
brines vividly 1o mind the stirring events
i & campaign,

soldiers

1

of

conneceted wit!

| was att wr of the stafl
of Gen. Ly command of
the I'irst Bri i's Division,

This brira from the rear

1
1}

Gt 1o'cloek of
ion to the leit
0 we were 1o
when Rose-
ler, and who
the position

of Widow i}
the second ¢
I and iront. |
| join, as I w
Lerans’s Ald o
| was te cond
assirned.

I had 2 sh wained per-
mission from wsan wytie to o to the front,
L where our skirmish-line was in  position,

and obtain any news [ could as 1o affains
irr otr front. On reaching the 8L of our
| skirmish-line | found a company of the
sttt 1L commanded by Capt. Dross, who
afterwards was Cotonel of a colored regi-
ment, and lost Ins Iife in the "\'!']ll‘\i“n al
| Petershure, Voo, and 1 also found a gap in
| the woods on thedeft of our line, and was
told by the Captain'‘that the troops on our
(oft hind been withdrawn some little time
before this.

| rode throurh our line a short distance

{ to the front and could hear plainly com-

mands given by rebel officers to their men,
who, althourh they could net be seen, on
account of the brusl;, 1 was convineed
were forming for & forward movement,

| returned as auickly as nossible to our
line and ordered Capt. Pross to face his
men to the left and move into the timber
allowing his richt to rest where his left
then was. and said to him: “Yon will soon
have to fall bdek, as the rebels are in your
immediate 1ront, and  are preéparing to
move.”

1 then with all possible speed made the
run for mv bricade to report these facls tg
{ Gen. I,_H*:- and found it moving to the leit
| and front under the paidance of some ot-

ficer with the rank of Colonel, who was
lopscerans,

and heard, and insisting that the brigade

1 Lnon telling Gen. Lytie whao 1 hitd seen

| wha is richi,’

J
1
I “Perhaps you are right, Turnbull; but I
|
i
|
|
i

<should then and there be putl in line-of

| battie. he ealled this Aid and told him
[ whiat 1 had reported.  The Aid retorted

; by saying that he had just come ff{,l!l the
front, that it was perfectly sale to
mialie movement ns we were  then
marchine in the usual order. Gen, Lytle
said 1o me in an undertone:

;111'1
the

believe | will not order the men into line-of
battle now.”

replied; “We will scon see, General,

and ok my place beside
him.

We hiad not, in my iudement, marched a
cunprter of a mile when we were met by a
terrific volley of muskeiry. Gen. Lytle
and with his mapnifi- |

command: By coni-
panies into line.” And there, with the
moen falline rapidly, was full:u_.-r‘l the ‘firs
lineof this Prirade under a terniie fire.

Hiscork's hatiery was marching between
hie two brivade lines,and had to be golien
viy before the sceond line could

wirecled his horse

« VvOLCE fraave the

i
L out of the
e formed.,

| wis ordered hy Gen. Lytle to look afler
{he '1_:‘1“5"‘.' and form the second e,

While doing this he, with the first line of
his brivade. held the enemy in checls, angd
st before mmy workk was completed  his
horse caone on the gallop o the rear, and |
knew Cen. Lytle was killed.

Wilh the enemy passing ronnd us on the

rieht and lefi, our brigade was ol course
shattered, but we formed the nueleas
around which was rathered more  (han

ane thousand st e lers . taken commnd
of by Goen. Sheridan, who trnied in vain to
communicate with Gen, Thomas,

Passing i the rear to the lefi to Ross
ville, we found the rebel eavalry in the gap
on the ridee. threw out skirmiishers, droyve
the rebels back, and moved forward. By o
little after dusk was i communication
with Gen. Reynolds, who was. I think, at
that time on the extreme left of our line,

We there reccived wrders to “aboul face”
and return to Rossvalle, where we found the
whole army pouring in,

What was left of this brirade at this
time, as nearly as’ | know, was all  of
Sheridan’s Divikiorn?'which he had under
his command, %he' others having  been
separiated from Bim during the battle.

Ve were assigned to the extreme right,
afid on rewrent 4o Ghatiancoga the next
night were the rqar guard,

This is written because | am eredibly in-
formed that there has never heen a report
of the part taken hy this bricade in this
great battle filegd wilh the records in th
War Department and perhiaps some othe:
who were membtrs of L1 brigade can help
complele the historylof she honorable part
it tock in it.—John M. Turnbull, Licuten-

kant, Co. G, 36th 1., Monmouth, lll.

LETTERS OF
CHAS. R. DANA.

Terse, Telling Reports to War
Department from the Front.

Siege of Chattanocoga—A Discouraging
Period—Dana's Comments on Rosecrans's
Mavagement—How the Siluation was Re-

lieved.
VIIIL

(Continued from last week.)

(COPYRIGHT.)

The siege of Chattanooga wore on, with
the situation very dark for the Union
forces. Dana finally succeeded in having
a talk with Gen. Rosecrans, but did not
extract much hope from it:

Oct. 16.—1 have just had a full conversa-
tion with Gen. Rosecrans upon the sitnation.
He says the possession of the river as far up
as the head of Williams's Island, at least, i3 a
sine qua non to the holding of Chattanooga,
but that it is impossible for him to make
any movement foward gaining such possession
until Gen. Hooker's troops are concentrated
and his transportation gets np.

Hooker's troops are now scattered along
the line of the railroad, and ecannot be got
together before next Wednesday, The
wagons must all have arrived by that time,
and if the enemy does not interfere sooner
the movement upon Raeccoon Mountain and
Lookout Valley may then be attempted.

tosecrans, however, expects that as soon as
the weather will allow the enemy will eross
the river in force on onur left, and then it will
, be necessary for us to fight a hattle, or else
to retreat trom here and attempt to hold the
line of the Cumberlaud Mountains.

Such movement against thiz army he thinks
will be made only in the event that they ac-
cumulate here a force enormously superior to
ours, so that we should fight, if at all, at a
great disadvantaze. It is his opinion that
they are collecting gnch a foree, hecause, first,
it is amilitary prohability; secondly, we hear
of their gathering men here fronPevery place
whence troops can be scraped ; thirdly, most
of the deserters represent their numbers as
greatly increased, and a smart negro hoy,
who came in this morning, said that two train
loads arrived at Chickamauga Station vester-
day, and they are coming all the time. But
Gen. Hoseerans siys heinclines to the opinion
that they will rather attempt to crush Bum-
side lirst.

The same negro boy reports that he heard
Jefferson Davis say in a speech at Chicka-
mauga Station last Saturday that they would
have East Tennessee if it took every soldier
in the South.

When I suggested that hisanimals were too
weak to move the army with any promptness
and efficacy, Rosecrans ansyvered that the case
was by no means so bad as I'supposed. It was
tiue, he said, that the mules were a great
deal worn down, but both they and the artil-
| lery horses were still capable of use. Buteven
if he could get along without being obliged to
evacnate Chattanooga, he said it was certain
that even with Hooker he is too weak for any
oflensive movement. It is his opinion that
100,000 to 125,000 men i3 the smallest army
with which such a movement can be made
upon Atlanta, with reasonable certainty of
S1CCEsS,

FEARS OF REBEL PLANS.

The army began to be thoroughly
alarmed, lest the rebels should move
around them, an@l get between them and
Nashville.

Oct. 17; 10 a. m.—Skies clear; barometer

indicates fair weather. Courier from Burn-
side reports rains much heavier in East Ten-
nessee than here, and streams more swollen.
Tennessee here still rising, but Sequatchie
falling. Wagons will probably be able to
ford near Jasper to-day. Col. Atkins, com-
manding at Dallas [Harrison’s Landing], re-
ports some small indications of rebel purpose
to cross in that vicinity.
Atlanta papers of 15th report that previous
to Jefll Davis’s visit here he sent an Aid, who
reported that the dissensions in Bragg's army
could only be composed by Davis himselfl
Deserters report rebel bridge across Chicka-
mauga carried away, and army on short
rations in consequence.

No news from Sherman. Weather warm.

ROSECRANS'S INEFFICIENCY.
The same day Dana returns to the
old theme of Rosecrans's inability to
command the army, and cope with the
situation. He cays:

11 a. m.—The general organization of this
army is inefficient and its discipline defective.
The former proceeds from the fact that Gen.
Rosecrans insists on  personally directing
every department, and keeps everyone wait-
ing and uncertain till he himself can directly
supervise every operation. The latter pro-
ceeds from his utter lack of firmness, his
passion for universal applause, and his in-
capacity to hurt any man’s feelings by just
severity. It is certain that iff it had been
leif to him, McCook and Crittenden might
bave lost other battles and fled from other
ficlds without a word of censure.,

As I have already reported, McCook got
from him a whitewashing letter, and (rit-
tenden might have got one had he not been
too proud to ask for it.  In the same way he
gave Negley a similar letter, althoush he had
repeatedly declared that he onght to be shot,
and although the official reports of Gen.
Branvan, Gen. Wood, and Col. Harker leave
no doubt of his guilt.

[ learn, on the best evidence, that a few

nonths ago Gen. Stanley defeated an im-
portant eperation by being drunk at the
critical mowent, and that he has repeatedly
heen ;'!IIH_\ of that offense while in the dis
charge of the most impoitant duties in the
field, veb Cien, Nosecrans bas never taken any
rotive of the fuct, He cannot bear to hurt
Stanley’s feelings, and prefers, instead, to
Jjeopardize the cause of the country.
Another illustration is found in the case of
Cien, Nonssean, who is discontented because
he only commands a division. Gen. Rose-
crans told meon Thursday that he was think-
inw of givinge him the command of all Ten-
nessee lately held by Granger, and requiring
all his extraordinary talent, quickness, and
CHEeTLY,

Thcre i

3 thus practically no discipline for
superior ollivers, and of course the evil,
though less pernicions in the lower grades,

18 everywhere perceptible.

MOKE DISCOURAGEMENT.
The next day the dispiriting rains set
in again, and the hopes of the army
began to ebb.  Dana telegraphs:

Oct, 18: 11 2. ni.—Eain began about mid-
night and still continnes, bat the baiomeler
15 rising and the wind has shifted, so that we
hope for the fiual cessation of the storm,
Meanwhile, our condition and prospects
grow worse amd worse. The roads are in
such a state that wigons are eight days mak-
ing the journey fom Stevenson to Chatta-
nooga, and some which left on the 10th have
vot yeb arrived. Though subsistence stores
are o nearly exhausted here, the wagons are
compelled to throw overboard portions of
their precious cargo in order to get threugh
at all. The returning trains have now for
some days been stopped on this side of the
Sequatchic, and a civilian who reached here
last'night states that he saw fully 500 teams
halted between the nibuntain and the river,
without forage for the animals and unable to
move in any direction.

I rode throngh the camps here yesterday,

specting the starvation of the battery horses
were not axaggerated. A few days more and
most of them will be dead.

If the effort which Rosecrans igtepds to
make to open the river should be futile, the
immediate retreat of this army will follow.
It does not seem possible to hold out here
another week without a new avenne 6f sup-
plies. Gen. Smith says that as he passed
among the men working on the fortifications
vesterday eeveral shouted *crackers' at
bim.

Amid all this, the practical incapacity of
the General commanding is astonishing, and
it often seems difficult to believe him of
sound mind. His imbecility appears to be
contagions, and it is difficult for anyone to
get anything done.

The pontoon bridge broken three days ago |
is not yet replaced, though every part is ready
to be laid. The telegraph is broken by our
pioneers as fast as it is re-established, and |
the steamboat is rendered useless by the care-
lessness or wantonness of her crew, while |
the work on the fortifications is carried on so
slowly that they might as well be abandoned ; !
and if the army is finally obliged to retreat, |
the probability is that it will fall back like a |
rabble, lgaving its artillery, and protected
only by the river hehind it. !

If, on the other hand, we regain control of |
the river and keep it, sabsistence and forage
can be got here, and we may escape with no |
worse misiortune than the of 12,000
animals,

loss

RELIEF AT LAST.

This was the last dispatch which Dana
sent from Chattanooga. The Secretary |
of War himself started West to look |
into the situation, and summoned Gen. |
Grant to meet him for consultation. The |
result was the issuance of the President’s
General Order of Oet, 18, which created
the Military Divizion of the Mississippi,
with Gen. Grant in command of all the
troops between the Alleganies and tle
Mississippi, removed Gen. Rosecrans from

¢laims that his brigade was in that melee. |

quarter of a mile of the lort that day there

have to admit when pinned down o facts
that the 137th XN. Y. (lreland’s Brigade), of
the
ture and held the works,
fourth
passed
Ward's Brigade.”

Chaplain of Fair DPost
writes that he is opposed to the Civil Service
law, and thipks that nearly every veteran in
his vicinity desires its repeal.
loway thioks that the purpose of the law is
to protect in office those who had been ap-

the command of the Army of the
| Cumberland, and made Gen. Thomas
| his suceessor. Thenceforth intense ac-

[ tivity reigned. Gen. Grant reached

Chattanooga Oct. 23, and the next day
||( ttanooga Oct. 2 1t t da)

began preparations for driving the rebels
| off the line of supply, and bringing up |
men and rations enough to secure undis-
puted possession of the country. Sher- |
man was ordered up with all speed, and |
Hooker advanced.

boats to bring supplies to Chattanooga.
Nov. 15 Sherman’s leading divisions
reached Bridgeport. Nov. 23 the en-
emy’s advanced lines were driven back
from Orchard Knob, and Gen. Hooker
drove the rebels off Lookeut Mountain.
Nov. 24 the Army of the Cumberland
swept the enemy off Mission Ridge, and
the campaign ended with the enemy in
utter rout toward the mountains of
Georgia.
{The end.)

To Pay for the Kentucky.
AM. H. Kerwin, Berlin, Wis., writes: “Some
time aro 1 wrote the Commander-in-Chief
suzresting the voluntary donation of my

L ing
| musketry, and on the rebels swe pt

| the

{ coming in on their flank in retreat.

N |
On Oct. 27 the rebels were driven off |

the Tennessce at the base of Lnokout?

Mountain, and the river cleared for |

pension for one quarter, providing we
could ret enourh Posts and: G.A.R. men
interested (o provide sufficient money to
pay for the Kentucky when she is com-
pleted and ready for action. 1 feel it my |
duty to help by remitting my pension for |
one quarter; from those who are unable to ]
make such a sacrifice, one-eichth or less |
would be acceptable. It is suggested that |
the ship be (urned over to Unele Sam as a |
token from the men who did battle from

1861 to 1865. The surviving soldiers of the 'l
rebellion have passed the age limit and |
cannot enlist again. Manv of them are

receiving pensions for disabilities.

“I believe it a patriotic dutyr to assist our |
good old Uncle Samuel. We cannot forget |
that during the past few years, when |
panies came and supposedly solid banls i
failed, when wares went down, when mills |
were closed, and the wheels of prosperity |
ceased to revolve, the pensioners received
their payments recularly. 1 would seleet
the Kentucky in preference to the Kear- |
sarge. because 1t is named after a South- |
ern State and would show a more Triendly
feeline toward our late enemies, |

“Gen. Gobin in his reply said that the |
matter must be individual and veluntary,
I wish the matter laid before all the G.AR.
Posts.and ! think it will meet the hearty
approval of more than hali the boys of

1861-"8%

232 B
eas

-
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His CHALLENGE.
“ Now let dose Spaniards tum on.”

-
Has No Doubts About It,

W. G. Balting, 137th N. Y., Grand Island,
Neb., writes: “On May 15, 1864, Gen.
Hooker sent our brizade into the charge o
Hesaea to eapture ihe fort, when others had |
tried in vain, We simply get there in our
usual style—capturing the fort and four

If any of Ward’s Brigade or any other ‘Blue
Star' man got nearer than a hali or a
it.

15 nothing in evidence to show They

While Star Division, made the cap-
It was about one
mile from the | where we

ol o lort
those ‘Blue men  of

over Slar’

- __.__+—-_-— S—
Holloway, Co. F, 43d Ohio, and
322, Speneerville, O.,

] oln.--—'

J. B.

Chaplain Hol-

and can festify that my previous reports re-

pointed for purely partisan reasons.

as we
cminenace in mront ol

lines-of baitle, and then
arder, taking with us McKnight's battery.

b

i

mand throueh «ll his suilerinz
him to Appomattox, and on June
we bade him farewell at Arlington Hizhis
for our homes,

miules that
siane
l!'I_\' Wl
Licut.

men in his immediate vicinigy,

tenant objected, as there were officers who

£
&

present,
—Thomas M. Lewis, 6th Md

Sterling Run, Pa.

AT CEDAR CREEK.

Reminiscences and Comments
on Mooted Points.

—_—————e

“FACTS ” RBOUT THE BATTLE.

Nineteenth Corps Man Thinks the Johnnies

Conld Not Have Been Stayed Under the
Circamstances,

I-‘.Dt_'rnn .\"rr:n!ur, Triavwe: Facts about
the Cedar Creek battle are that the Nine-
teenth and Eighth Corps were flanked and

| driven out of their camps (quoting Gen.

Wright in his report of the battle). and no
force of the same strength could have stayed

 the impetucusness and onslaught of thg
victorious enemy. lowever, 1 am much
interested in the wvarious explanations

given by comrades participating in the con-
flict. Many comrades write that the Sixth
Corps was most conspicuous, and took the
brunt of the fight, and should have the
laurels and be called Hero. On the other
hand, the Eighth and Nineteenth invari-
ably come in equally for a share of the

. honors,

It is admitted the attack was made on
the left, confronting the Eighth orps
which was facing partially mnullwwnut:
The Nineteenth in the center, three-eichths
of a mile or more to the west and a little to
the rear of the Eighth on the hill, CIOSSIing
the turnpike, facing southeast. The Sixth
Corps position was on the elevation same
distance west, a little to the rear of the
Nineteenth, facing south down the valley.

There was some firing by the otiter
pickets before licht, As it was nothing un-
usual to hear some scattering shots was
not regarded of any importance. until they
reported they heard muffied, rumbiinge tra mp

-4

through the bushes at a distance before

light, that any netice was taken And vet

It seemed mmpossible that misty rn..rmn-.&.
Gen., Crook, commanding the Eighth

Corps, had ordererd a reconnoissance. and
was preparing and about readv to march (o

‘s of 1 . when there
burst througzh the darkness of the morn-
from ands of
throats; then came the Blaze and crash of

| like a
one up the ill and into the camp of
Faghth Carps.

I'he Fighth Corps were drove back to the
second hill to the camp of the Nineteenth,
who were surprised to see the Fighth Corps
; They
endeavored. as had the Eichth Corps, to
make a stand, but on the Johnnies went.

The Sixth Corps had more time to form

ascertain Ineis he report

deafening  vells thous:

cYCe

| into line; and it gave them an advaniage;

consequently, they were firmer and steadier,
and under obligation to do just what they
did; ofherwise the situation would have
been more disastrous. After trying hard to
stem the tide, but being compelled to re-
treat, they fall back with the other corps en
masse,

I got a ball through my leg, and struggled
along with my gun for a crutch. A comrade
rode along and asked:

“*You are wounded 7

“Yes,” said L

““Well, get on this horse.”

So he helped me to mount, and we started
in the direction of the turnpike, coming
to the pike near Newtown just as Sheri-
dan came rushing down the pike on his
horse.—Stephen H. Lane, J0th Mass.,
Lowell, Mass.

> ——

R VERMONTER'S STORY.

Tells What He and His Companions Did a¥
Cedar Creek.

EpiTorR NATIONAL TRIBUNR: There being
a large detail for picket duty on the night
of Oct. 18, 1864, under Lieut, Cooper, of (o.
A, [ was stationed in front of the Belview
House, Gen. Sheridan's Headgquarters,
Capt. Getchel was in command of the post.

All went well until about 4 o'clock a. m.
The first noise I heard was on the right:
then 1Jor 20 minutes later I heard a terrible
clatter of musketry and velling.

The fog lifted with break of day, then we
could see that the Johnhies were in our
camp. The Capiain went back to the re-
serve, and in a few minutes sent a man te
tell me to come.

As I left the post I saw a large force of
rebel cavalry advancing. At thereserve the
Captain was having a spat with the officer
of the day in regard to our leaving the post.

I told the Captain what I saw as [ left the
post. Then he says: “"Come on, boys; fol-
low me.” On we went across the Creek.
We heard the bullets whistling. Looking
to the right and rear, we saw a line of skir-
mishers advancing in the same direction
we were going. We kept on until we came
to a burving-ground inclosed with a board
fence. Being somewhat out of breath, we
threw ourselves on opposite side of the fence
and gave them a few rounds,

Asa Thompson, of my company, was
killed here, and two were wounded. The
enemy were still advancing. 1t seemed fo me
that Early's army had all their guns on us.

We retreated, as our little sguad was
sma'l and getting thinned out. The first
thing we struck was some Cerman cavalry
inedge of timber, who told us we couldn’t
pass that way, and guided us to the right.
There we found our regiment and Col.
Thomas. He was planning for the charge
that was soon to take place.

It was here I saw Gen. Sheridan riding
up and down the lines uttering words of
cheer. We rested here until about 4 o'clock
p. m., when the order came for the forward
movement.

On we went, the enemy taking advantage
of every obstruetion, fence, or wall. Our
own works was their Ia stand. With
Custer's and Merritt's cavalry boys on

¢
~ 1

their tflanks, it was geod-byv, Johnnies,
Then came the stampede of FEarly's army,
What a road that was to Iisher's Hill,

strewn with knapsacks, blankets, haver=
sacks, canteens, and arms of all descrip=
tions! What a jam at the bridge—baggace
waecons, ambulances, artillery. On we
went to Fisher's HillL.—F. C. Forbes, Co. D,
5th Vt., Williston, Vt.

P

KEIFER’S BRIGADE.

Stood Against Two Battle-lines—McEnight 9

Guns Saved.

Fditor National Tribune: The 6th Md. lay
at the right of Headquarters, about ( ar
560 vards from it, which was a larece stone
house on the Martinsburg pise. The first
we knew of the battle was a noise we took

for our supply-trains going to Martinsburg
for supplies. It was in reality the rebs,
already within our lines and coming down
the hill from Wright's He idguarters.
Obiects were not discernible at a distance
: line of a litile
our v, on the rizht
bhank the Second
Brigade, Third Division, Sixth Corps, eom-
manded by Gen. J. Warren Keiier, and the
fjollowing composed it: 13sth Pa., %th N. Y.
H. A., tth Md., 1¥th Vt., 6ith Pa., and 122d

battle on
tent

turs

i

formed

§ ¢) 1
Of the Ureek. WS

and 124th Ohio.

We held our line until broken by two

fell back in good

F'he cannoneers had left their pieces, and

Melknmieht was almost alone. When the
6th Md., withh the [0th Vt. boys, came to
his assistance, part fought while the rest

an biaeck the pieces.

Napoleon guns. During the evening fol Fhiriv-eight men of our brigade fell on
lowing a squad from the 26th Conn., came | that litle one spot. Shertly after this
up andd helped to take the guns out of the | Gen, Keifer was wounded in the leit arm
fort. Comrade W. E. Phillips, 128th IlL, | Our pallant General never leit his na:.u:

We followed
20, 1865,

I think we iell back about three or four
day, and were formed Lehind a
, advancing skirmishers when

Gen, She ilt:qH i‘l'fi‘\'('\l.

Just he came to our line a rebel bat-
s firing at us from an elevation on

The tlrst officer Sheridan saw was
K. J. Perrine, 6th Md., whom he
wdered to charge the battery with all the

The Lieu-

ws

wir left,

mtranked him, such as Maj. Wood and

others of the th N, Y.; but Sheridan swore,
and sa'd:

are a Brigadier-General for the
Take that battery.”” And he did,
-» Postmaster,

p—

“*You




